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practically of an ordinary blacksmith's forge with
a cup-shaped hearth, or crucible, in the bottom of which
the imperfectly molten iron accumulated. Such were
the itinerant forges (fabrics err antes] in the Forest of
Dean, of which there were as many as sixty in blast
at the end of the thirteenth century.1 Early in that
century, in 1229, the king, hearing that iron ore could
be found in Chippenham Forest, ordered John de Munc-
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muth to search for it and if he found it to cause forges
to wander about (itinerare) in the forest to make iron; 2
and in the previous century when the monks of Foun-
tains Abbey were given forges in Nidderdale they were
expressly given the right to move them from one place
to another.3 The buildings attached to such a forge
would naturally be merely temporary sheds, such as
were referred to by the Earl of Richmond in 1281, when
he gave leave to the monks of Jervaux to cut wood in
his forest to smelt iron and to make two small sheds

1 Nicholls, Iron Making in the Forest of Dean, 20.

1 Close R., 14 Hen. Ill, m. 21.               *  V. C. H. forks., ii. 343.
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